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LETTER 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE WESTERN MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE. 


Messrs. Epirors, 


HE extraordirary Revival of Religion at Cambuflang, 

Kilfyth, and other places, in Scotland, in the year 1742; 
bas been the fubjeét of much converfation fince the late Re- 
vival began in this country. ‘The few of my acquaintance, 
who have read the hiftory of that work, publifhed by the men 
whom God was pleafed to employ as his inftruments in car- 
rying it on, profefs to be pleafed and edified by it. Many; 
whe have not accefs to that authentic and weli-attefted bifto- 
ry, frequently hear that Revival traduced, as a delufive, [:hi/~ 
matic werk, which produced no good effects 5 no reformatious ; 
but left the fubjed?s of 1t werfe and more wicked than they were 
before. It you think proper to infert, in the Magazine, Mr. 
M‘Culloch’s Atteftation, relating to the fruits and effeé?s of 
that work, written and publifhed in Scotland nine years aiter 
the Revival, you will furnifh your readers witha piece of ufe- 
ful information, and iilence flanderers who propagate the a- 
bove and fimilar groundlefs reports, to difcredit fo well-at- 
tefted a work of divine grace on the hearts of men. 
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The ATTESTATION 


Of the Rev. Mr. MCulloch, Minister of the Gefpel at Cam= 
buflang, relating to the Fruits and E ‘fects of the extraordi- 


nary Work at that place, in 1742—Zn a letter to the Rev. 
Mr. Robe. 


Rev. AND DEAR SiR, 


HEARING that you are very foon, as a clofe to your Nar- 
rative, to publifh fome Attestations to the fruits of the reei- 
val of religion in this country, in the year 1742; at the de- 
fire of fome minifters, I drew up, and herewith fend you 
my Attestation, relating to the effe@s of the extraordinary 
work here in 1742, whieh yeu may publifh along with your 
own Attestation, and thofe of others. 


WHEN the God of all grace is pleafed in infinite mer- 

cy, to fend a revival of religion to achureh or any par- 
ticular corner in it ; among other artifices whereby Satan and 
his inftruments endeavour to obftruét its progrefs, a very ufu- 
al and fuccefsful one is, to raife prejudices againft it in peo- 
ples minds, by fuggetting and alledging, that though the like 
awakenings and promifing like appearances, (or as oppofers ule 
to fpeak, religious stirs, and commotions) formerly ob ained, in 
as high or even a higher degree, elfewhere; yet there was 
no good followed, but a great “deal of evil. 

Thus, as I am credibly informed, it is at the time of the 
prefent revival of religion, in feveral places of the United Pro- 
vinces, as particularly, at Nieukirk, Rhied, Aaalten, Gronin- 
gen, &c. while the friends of that work there take notice how 
much it refembles the work at Cambuflang, in 1742, the op- 
pofers readily grant there is a refemblance; but then they add, 
that the work at Cambuflang, in 42, never produced any va- 
Juable effeét, that the fubjeats of that work are worfe than 
before, that it was a chi{matical work, Fe. 

In order therefore to fet this matter ina clear light, and that 
I might be able to give a brief but juft account of a work 
that happened i in a parifh whereof I have the paftoral infpec- 
tion and charge, and which I cannot but Jeck upon to have 
been a glorious work of God’s grace; I thought it my duty 
to make a particular enquiry concerning the hehaviour of the 


ancwn fubjedis of the work at Cambuflang i in 42; that is, thole 
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Rerfons, not only living in the parifh of Cambuflang, but who 
came from many other places, near or more remote, and whos 
upon reforting to Cambuflang, in 1742, are known to have 
there fallen under awakenings, convictions, and a deep con- 
cern about eternal falvation, for the firft time, or at leaft, the 
firft time that their Snvidhioes and concern feemed to prceve 
effe€tual, and to come to a gracious iflue. 

I do not here propofe to (peak (if it be not a few words by 
the bye) of thofe who reforted hither.in 42, and who were 
true chee ftians before that. Of thefe there were many hundreds, 
I doubt nat but I may fay thoufands, from places near and 
afar off, who tien flocked hither, and joined in hearing of the 
word, and great numbers of them, upon producing fufficient 
teitimonials; were admitted to partake of the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper; and hereby the number of communicants, 
which here ufed to be but about 400 oF 500, before 42, came 
to be greatly increafed that and following years: fe that at the 
fec zcond (scrament, the number of communicants, in 42, was 

ckoned 3000; in 43: about 2000; in 44, about 1500; In 
Sg. about 1300; in 46, about 12003 &c. and all along to 
this prefeat year $1, the number of communicants here has 
greatly exceeded what ufed to be before 42. 

The unweariednefs of the Lord’s people in religious exer- 
cifes, at thefe times, efpecially at the facrament occafions in 
42, 43 and 44, was wonderful. What eager attention to the 
word hearing, as upon the ftretch and for eternity! What an 
awful, ferious, folemn air appeared in the manner of their 
worthip | What vehement workings of joy, and forrow, and 
ether paffions appearing in their looks! What engaged at- 
tendance on God in his ordinances! hearing three fermons on 
each of thefe three days, Thurfdays Saturdays and Mondays ; 
double “ number on the communion Sabbath, befides pare 
taking of the facrament, joining in public prayers and pra fes, 
fpendi: ing almoft the whole of Saturday and Sabbath nights in 
praifes and prayers with others, or apart by themfelves. 

ae their attainments were anfwe rable to th-ir exercifes 
thus at Jeaft it was with many of them, according to the ec- 
saat yt gave to me; OF to others, from whom | had it, and 
whom I could entirely credit. Many attained to Gan fall af 
furance of faith; had a fenfe of God’s love to them, and the 
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exercife of ardent love to him, and after believing in Chrifts 
were fealed with the holy Spirit of promife. Some eminently 
pious minifters, who affifted here, teftified, that they had ne- 
ver feen fo much of heaven on earth. A very aged and wor- 
thy mimfter at going away from this, cried out at the ftair~ 
head in the manfe, Now, Lord, lettest thou thy fervant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvetion: others of them, 
after going home, writing, that they would not for a world 
have been abfent from Cambuflang, or miffed what of God 
they enjoyed there. 

But pafling from fpeaking further of thofe who were true 
chriftians before their comin o here in 42,1] proceed to {peak 
a little of thofe hearers whe, in the parable of the fower and 
the feed, are compared to the high-way-lide-ground, the fto- 
ny-ground, and the mg A ground, and then of thofe made 
good-ground, where the word took root, and profpered. 

. There were thofe w ss may be compared to the hi, b-way- 
fide-ground, who hear the word and underftand it not, through 
rad, own fault; becaufe they take no heed to the word and 
take no hold of it, nor come with any defign to get good ; but 
commonly for the fafhion’s fuke, to fee and be feen, and mind 
not what is faid; but what comes in at the one ear goes out 
at the other, and makes no impreffion; and the devil, that 
wicked hens, comes and catcheth away that which was fown, 
and makes an eafy prey of fuch carelefs, tiifling hearers. And 
fuch, no doubt, andi a part of the vaft imulticudes that aflem- 
bled here i in 4.2, though it muft be owned, there was general- 
ly a more clofe, envaved attention to the ‘word, by what one 
could judge from outward appearance, than what i is ordinary. 

Il. There were a fort of hearers of the word here in 42, 
who might be called, The steny-ground hearers, who were 
much affeéted with the word while tiey were hearing it, or 
for a fhort time, and yet received no faving benefit from it. 
‘Phe motions of foul they had anfwerable to what they heard, 
were but a mere flath, like Ezckiel’s hearers, to whom he 
was a lovely fong, and aroma? s hearers, that Reid to delight 


» know God’s ways, or Herod, who heard John sep 


hay and others who rejo sical ia his light: and yet all thefe 


came to no good iflus. And thus many here in 42, received 
the word with — aiid vet came to nothing 5 by and by 


they were oftende 
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IIT. There were feme here in 42, who were much afteied 
in hearing the word, and other acts of worfhip, and ppeared 
to be fuch as in the parable are called the thorny-ground hiar- 
ers: thefe held out lenger than the steny-gr ound hearers, and 
yet at length came to no better iffye than they. 1 hefe feemed 
for a good while to have a mighty concern shan religious 
matters, but having never been born agatn, by the inceriupt- 
ible lead of the word; the great, co mmanding, over{fwaying 
principle of the love of God above all other objects, having 
never been put into their fouls; and the heart havi ing never 
been crucified to the world by a virtue and power flow: ing in- 
to it from the death and crofs of Chrift, eyed by faith: the 
thorns of wordly cares.and lufts, murmuring and unthankful- 
nefs, and inordinate fancies of what they would be in the world, 
came at length to fink them gradually into worldlinefs and 


mo 


fenfuality; and after they had for a time efcaped the pollutions 


of the world, through the knowledze of the Lord and Saviour 


Jefus Chrif, they appear now to be entangled therein and 
overcome, sod the latter end is like to be “worfe with them 
than the beginning. 

It muft be owned, that there is a confiderable number, 
(though what number I cannot determine) of thefe three fe- 
veral forts of hearers already mentioned, that have greatly 
backflidden fince 42, and are ftill going on in their defection 
and apottacy, aad enlarging the breach between Gad and 
them, and do not feem to “be once thinking or refolving ona 
penitent return to God and their duty: but bleffe -d be his 
name, there are fome few of thefe (though alas ' but very few, 
for what | know) who feem to be greatly hombled for their 
revoltings in heart, and out-breakings in life, and whofe fouls 
are echoing back, to the Lord’s call to backfiiders to return, 
faying, Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 
God. 

Before I preceed to fpeak of the fourth fort of hearers,com- 
pared to the good ground, | would offer a few remarks as to 
the three forts already defcribed, from one er other of which 
the bac fliders came, and how they came to be fo. 

(1.) As to the firft fort of hearers, compared to the high 
way-fide-ground, thefe may be divide: ‘4 into three claffes: 1. 
‘There was no doubt a confiderable number of carelefs, 
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carelefs perfons, whocame here for fafhion’s fake, without any 
care to have their hearts prepared for receiving the feed of the 
word, or attending to it ferioufly when they came, or to have 
that feed covered by after-meditation and prayer; and as to 
thefe, it could not be expected that they fhould continue in 
that good which they never had, though they have fallen from 
that goed they once feemed to have. 2. There were fome 
that were grofs counterfeits, who a little after the awakening 
broke out here in 42, crewded in among the really distreffed, 

and obf-rving and imitating their manner, pretended to be alfo 

in {>iritual diftrefs, when there was no fuch thing. But thefe 
were detected to be mere pretenders, either by their own con- 
iefiion foon after, or were plainly enough difcerned to be f» by 
others: and thefe being early difcovered and checked, ( {pe- 
cially with the aliGence Of entiation os , at Glafzow) the 
number of thefe counterfeits, tor what I know, was never any 
way confiderable, and in a fhort time they difappeared, for 
what we could obferve or hear. There wers alfo numbers of 
idle boys in Glafgow, apprentices, and others, who, pretend- 
ang or fceming to be under fome concern for their fowls, came 
often out to Cambuflang, as thev pretended, to hear and join 
in prayer in ehe fields together: but thafe appearances with 
them generally came to nothing, and they brought much re- 
proach on the work here, by fo often leaving their mafters 
work, and ftrolling idly through the fields. 24. There were 
thofe who came here in 42, with a deficn to fi ‘id matter of di- 
verfion, or cavil, and to mock fuch as were in {piritual diftrefs. 
The bands of fuch mockers were, no doubt, generally made 
ftronger, by their fo com: ng, and fo behaving when they came: 


and yet fome of thefe were made happy monuments of vito- 


je grace and of fovereign preventing mercy themfelves : a 
remarkable inftance of which I had lately fent me, ina letter 
from an aged and exnerienced chriftian of great. integrity, 

whom I can fully credit, efp recially in teflifying whai «he can- 

not but certainly knew: part of which letter ] ball fie fub- 
join, which I do the rather, Pee it ferves to confute, what 
fome oppofers have aflerted, that there are no inftances of any 
erofsly vicious finners, reformed er converted at Cambuflang 
42: glory to God, there is a number of other inftances of 
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« T have to fay, for my own part, (fays that letter-writer} 
that I am able to go to death with it, That the Spirit of God 
was fo powerfully at work in Cambuflang, that not only fin. 
ners who knew nothing of God before, were reached both by 
conviction and convertion, but even faints themfelves were 
made to attain to that which they had been ftrangers to in 
the matters of religion. I am able, if time would allow, to 
give a moft fatisfying account of not a few, beth men and 
women, who I hope will blefs God to all eternity for that hap- 
py time: particularly, there were among others, two young 
men, living not far from me, who came over to you in 42,0n 
purpofe to mock the work: amd as they had formerly been 
horrid curfers and fwearers, the one fwore to the other, he 
would go to fee the falling at Cambuflang, afking his com- 
rade if he would go with him to that place. ‘Tvhe other fwore 
he would go too, but that they fhould not make him fall, for 
that he would run for it. And upon their going there toge- 
ther, they were both catcht upon the fame day, and for a quar- 
ter of a year after, they continued under very deep conviGions, 
and have ever fince kept fellowfhip meetings, weekly: and J 
have been fometimes with them, and heard them both pray 
and converfe in chriftian experience, to my great fatisfaction.” 

As to the contents of this letter, i only add, r. That the 
writer of it, fhortly after writing it, fent me a very particular, 
fatisfying account of a number of the fubjects of the werk 

ere in 42, known to him, and living near him, as to their 
blamelefs walk from that time to this. 2. And as to thefe two 
youths, it is well known here, that inftead of being able to 
run away, if either found himfelf in hazard of being affe&ted, 
as they propofed, they both fell under awakenings together, 
or very nearly fo, and were glad to get into a ftable hard by, 
and to get to their prayers there, on their knees, among the 
horfes. And 3. As to what thefe youths called the falling at 
Cambuflang, it was a way of {peaking among mockers at that 
time, occafioned by their feeing fome fall down in time of 
fermon. 

(2.) As to the fecond and third fort of hearers, compared 
to the ftony and thorny ground, the greateft number of thofe 
that afterwards proved remarkable backfliders, were, no doubt, 


of thefe forts of hearers; and the greateft number of thofe. 


that made the greateft noife, were alfo of the fame, 
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But more particularly, I remark here, 

1. There were here in 42, many inftances of perfons, who 
in time of fermons, fell under various bodily agitations and 
commotions, as crying out aloud, tremblings, ‘faintings or 
{woonings, falling down as dead, Bec. concerning which bodily 
feizures, | think we may fafely affirm, That one cannot cer- 
tainly conclude merely from thefe feizures, that he himfelf, or 
another, is under the influences of the Holy Spirit, either in 
convincing, comforting, or fanctifying the foul; becaufe it is 
poflible, thefe feizures may proceed from the mere power of 
imagination, or fome fudden fright or bodily diforder: nor yet 
fhould one fufpeét himfelf, or another, to be a ftranger to the 
convincing, comforting, or fanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit, merely becaufe of his being unacquainted with thefe 
bodily feizures ; becaufe fome are brought under a fenfe of 2 
Joft and perithing comdition, by nature and by actual 
tranfgrefions, with fewer terrors and with lefs violence 
and diftrefs than others, and are happily brought home to 
Chrift, in a more mild, gradual and gentle manner; are al- 
Jured by the difplays of the love and jovelinefs of Chrift, and 
{weetly drawn to him with cords of love, and bands of a man. 

2. Such is the {trict and near union of the foul and body, 
that when any thing much affzéts the one, the other is confe - 
quently affected alfo in proportion. T hus it iS in many out- 
ward occurrences in life. When a remarkably forrowful or 
joyful event is fuddenly made known to perfons equally con- 
cerned, (as the fudden news brought to a family, that a belov- 
ed fon of that family, abroad, is dead, or fuppofe tidings 
brought afterwards that he is alive, father and mother, bro- 
thers and fifters, all would be affected, but) they would be 
differently aff- ated, and would thew themfelves outwardly to 
be fo, according to their different tempers of mind, and coen- 
ftitutions of body. And why may it not be rationally expect- 
ed, that the unfpeakabl; more awful and concerning tidings, 
brought to men’s ears in i din of the word, fhould deeply 
affect their minds; and that thefe inward afte sles fhou!d dif- 
cover themfel ves outwardly alfo, according to perfens differ- 
ent tempers and eonftitutions : efpecially while the threaten- 
ings of the law and promifes of the gofpel are powerfully ap- 
plied to particular hearers by the Holy Spirit, as certainly and 
undeniably belonging to them, 
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3. By all that I can obferve or hear, there are more of thofe 
thac were under deep concern here in 42, that appear ftill to 
perfevere in a god way, and in a gofpei - becoming practice, 
that never cried out aloud in public worfhip; or that were 
never obfervably under thole bodily agitations above mention- 
ed, than of thofe that were under fuch outward commotions, 
and that made the greateit ncoife. There are indeed {me of 
both forts, whofe exercifes feem to have come to a gracious 
iffue ; but many more of the former, than of the latter fort. 

4. Some under a kindly fenfe of tin, as a difhonour done te 
an innaitely boly and glorious God ; others under the terrors 
of the Lord thac fell upon their coniciences, and fears of pe- 
rifhing for ever, trembled and fwooncd, or tell down as dead, 
or cried out aloud; but where there were only terrors and 
fears of wrath, and no kindly fenfe of the evil of fin, when 
thefe terrors came to wear of, perfons returned to their for- 
mer fins and carnal fecurity, and their awakenings left them 
2s bad as thev were before: by their quenching the Spirit, and 
fhaking off their convictions, without improving them to feek 
after and apply to Chrift the remedy, they contracted and fell 
vader a greater degree of hardnefs and blindnefs than for- 
merly. 

5. Phere were alfo fevera's here in 42, who after they had 
been for fome time under much diftrefs and terror, in fears of 
wrath, while hearing fermons, or in other duties, have been 
all at once filled with tranfoorting joys, and fome of them cri- 
ed out aloud, in the congregation, in fome fhort exprefion of 
their joys: and upon tnguiry afterwards into the ground of 
thefe joys, it appeared, that in fome they took rife from a dif- 
play or manifeftation inwardly to the foul, in a heait-over- 
coming way, anfwerabie to the outward dt/plays of the glory 
of Chrift in the gofpel, er of his love, or the fruits of it, or 
the perfon’s intereft in toefe made evicent: and thefe, fo far 
as I know, ftill perfevere: but in others, thofe joys feemed 
to proceed from the perfons hearing or reading fome promife 
of feripture, and ftrongly apprehending that it belonged to 
them ; whereupon they feemed to be filled all at once with 
tranfporting joys; and thefe have, many of them ai leaft, fallen 
away : and from feveral inftances of this kind we have known 
here, we cannot but conclude, hat great and ftrong terrors, 
by themfelves, or when followed with fudden and eXtatic Joyty 
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are no certain arguments ef a graeious change, nor of a per- 
fon’s being under faving influence. 

6. When the heart has not been humbled and broken for 
fin, and from it; and when the foul has not been firft united 
to the Lord Jefus, and made one fpirit with him who is the 
fountain of life; where the perfon has not firft accepted of 
Chrift in his gracious gofpel offers, and clofed with him in all 
his redeeming offices 5 outgates frem ciftrefiing terrors, by 
fudden tranfporting joys, though appearing to be conveyed by 
means of fome fcripture-promifes are always fufpicious and 
de ‘lufory, and at belt the joy of the fteny -ground hearers, whe 
receive the word with joy, and anon are offended. And of 
this fort we had feveral inftanees in 1742, fome of them alfo 
appearing under a blooming profeffion in 1742, reckoning 
that the bitternefs of eternal death and all danger of it was 
paft: but the dominion of pride, worldlinefs, and other cor - 
ruptions, remaining unbroken in them; and finding the dif- 
ficulties and difagreeablenefs to their unrenewed nature, of a 
holy, humble, f-lf-denying lite, they were offended and dif- 

pleafed with that kind of life, and fo fell away to former fen- 
fuality. 

». As to outcrics in the time of public worfhip, it is beft 
to avoid extremes. On the one hand; hearers would not in- 
dulge themfelves in out-cries in public, when they are under 
no neceffity to cry, by overpewering fears or jovs, and when 
they could refrain trom crying, if thev were willing ; ; for, by 
crying in that cafe, they do ina culpable and diforderly man- 
ner mar the attention of others, and their own, to the word of 
God’s grace: and minifiers white not fet themfelves induftri- 
oufiv to excite fuch eut-cries among their hearers ; but rather 
to fet the terrors of the law, and the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift, and the grace of the eofpel before them, leaving it to 
God, to take his own way with them, who can, if he pleafe, 
order the out-cries of fome to the awakening of others; of 
which there have been fome inftances here. On the other 
hand ; fuch hearers as can attend with calmnefs and compofure, 
would not too refhly cenfure thcfe as mad and outrageous, 
who at any time are neceflitated to cry out in the congrega- 
t; on, by overbearing joys or fears ; nor would minifters too fe- 
verely rebuke, or charge every fuch perfon to hold their peaces 
beeaul:, though there may be hypocritical eries, yet, the real. 
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griefs or joys of fome ferious or gracicus fouls may be fuch, 
as they cannot contain them ; and while they endeavour to fti- 
fle and give no vent to them, nature may reecive a dangerous 
fhock. Some fuch hearers in this place in 1742,e11deavour- 
ing with all their might to reftrain themfelves from crying, 
fell a bleeding at meuth or nofe, or both, and continued fo to 
do for a confiderable time before the bleeding could be ftopt ; 
to the great weakening of the perfon’s own ftrength, and to 
the difturbing of others about them, a great deal more than by 
the out-cries of others. 

8. Mean time, we fee the mine the Devil has been /oring- 
ing, for undermining true religion and ferious godlineis, and 
blowing up the honour due to it into the air. How dee: his 
plot! How cunning his ftratagems for that purpof ! When 
he faw there was a number here under deep conv:Ctu«s, and 
a kindly-like concern for their falvation, that was ! ke to iffue 
well, about the end of 1741, and beginning of 1742, 1n order 
to bring difgrace on that wo:k of the Spirit of Gd, he 
quickly pitches on feveral poor abandoned wretches, his Raves 
on whom he had got faft hold, and was not like to lofe, and 
teaches fome of them to mimic fuch as were in fou! diftiefs g 
caufes others ef them to cry out publicly, and to fall down as 
dead for fome time, reprefenting various objects to their fan- 
cies, in the air, when they were awake, or when afleep, and 
fuggefting various things to their minds at the fame t me, urge 
ing them afterwards to tell what they faw or heard, as vifions, 
dreams, or revelations from heaven; exciting them to go and 
join in meetings for prayer ; end to hold on in this way under 
2 high profeffion, fome for weeks, fome for months, and others 
for years, and then at length to pufh them into uncleannefs, 
drunkennefs, lying, cheating, and ali abominations, even to 
the throwing off (with fomc) the very profeffion of religions 
which it ts to be wifhed they had never put on. Could a 
more dangerous mine be fprung ; could a more effectual way 
be taken to make men turn Atheifts and Deifts, and to de- 
{pife ferious godlinefs, and all appearances of it, as if all had 
been mere fham, grimace and pretence? And thus it was 
like to have been, had not Ged preferved a remnant of thofe 
that were then under awakenings, and enabled them by the 
dolinefs of their after-lives to give evidence of the gracious 
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ehange then wrought on their hearts. And this leads tc fpeak 

IV. Of the fourth fort of hearers, in the parable, ecard 
tothe good ground. Ido not here (peak of thofe who were as 
good ground before 1742, but of thofe whofe hearts were ther 
made good; who in hearing the word were then made to re- 
ceive it, fo as in their after life to bring forth the fruits of 
righteoufnefs, though in different degrees, in fome thirty, in 
others fixty, in others an hundred fold: a temper of mind, anc 
courve of life, agreeable to the gofpel: this is fruit that will 
abound to the account of thofe with whom it is found. And, 
glory to God, fetting afide all thofe that appeared under awak- 
enings here in 1742, who have fince remarkably backfli dden, 
whether perfifting in their backfli ding, or returning from it, 
there is a confiderable number of the chen awakened, that ap- 
pear to bring forth fuch fruits. I do nettalk of them at ran- 
dom, nor fpeak of their number in a loofe, general and con- 
fufed way; but have now before me, at the writing of this, 
April 27, 1751, lift of about four hundred perfons, awaken- 
ed here at Cambuflang in 1742, who from that time’ to the 
time of their death, or to this, that is, for thefe nine years 
paft, have all been enabled to behave, in a good meafure, as 
becometh the gofpel, by any thing that I could ever fee, and 
by the beft information I could get concerning them, by word 
or writing, from others of eftablifhed charaéters for religion, 
who know them and thetr manner of life all aleng. 


[Fo be Continued. J 
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CIRCULAR LETTER, 


From the Direfiors of the Miffionary Soctety to the Divinity 
Students in the various Britifo Seminaries. 

BeLroveD BRETHREN, 

JE Directors of the Mifiionary Society, formed for the 

{preading of the glorious Gofoel in heathen and other 

uuculightened countries, falute you with much affectionate re- 

fpec&t. We venerate the heaven-born picty of your minds, 

while declining to enter the path to which the love of this 
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world’s wealth and honour would lead you, we behold you 
confecrating your powers and faculties to the facred caufe of 
God, and of Jefus Chrift, whom he hath fent. Our prayers 
afcend before the throne of grace in your behalf, that the E - 
ternal Spirit would enrich your underftandings with profound 
knowledge of the myftery of godlinefs ; that he would animate 
your hearts with ardent love to the Son of God; and that he 
would infpire you with well-dire@ed zeal for the extenfion 
of Chrift’s {piritual kingdom among men. This object, fo 
defervedly dear to your hearts, hath alfo united ours; the 
churches of the faints have entrufted in liberal meafure, toour 
management, their filver and their gold: we fcel the high re- 
fponfibility in which their confidence hath placed us ; the in- 
habitants of extenfive regions fitting in darknefs, and in the 
fhadow of death, lift up their eyes and demand of us the means 
of inftruction, of fpiritual health, of falvation. In the popu- 
lous countries of Indoftan, in the kingdoms beyond the Gans 
ges, in the fouthern parts of Africa, in Canada, in the Britifh 
Weft India colonies, and in the numerous iflands of the P2- 
cific Ocean; in all thefe places the profpeét of introducing cr 
extending the knowledge of Chrift is encouraging: in feveral 
of them the Society has miffionaries, who are now engaged 
in the facred work, But their numbers are neither equal to 
their fituations, nor to the means of exertion which the Socie 
ety poilifles. We feel it to be our duty, therefore, beloved 
brethren, tocome forward, and, in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, 
to addrefs ourfelves to you. 

The command of our exalted Lord is not confined to apof- 
tolic man. ** Go ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel 
to every creature.”’ Its obligation lies on the church, till, in 
the fulleft fenfe, “the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdoms ef our Lord, and of his Chrift ;”? till, ** from the 
rifing of the fun, even unto the going down of the fame, his 
name fhal] be great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incenfe be offered unto his name, and a pure cffering.” But 


hath the Chrittian world duly felt the weight of God's autho-~ 


rity in this command ? What proportionate efforts have beer 


made, efpecially among Proteftants, during thefe two lait cem- 
furcs, to carry the word of life beyond the boundaries of Eu- 
rope ? How will men, to whom the God of nature hath im- 


parted rich endowments ; men, whom the Spirit ef God hash 
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fitted, and called to the Chriftian miniftry ; men to whom 
Divine Providence has opened fair fields of extenfive ufeful- 
n fs in unenlightened countries, anfwer to the Son of Gad 
for their fupinea: {fs and negleé of his facred command ? 

Have you, beloved brethern, yourfelves pafled from deat 
tolife? Do vou enjoy peace with God, through our Loid 
Jefus Chrift ? Do your fouls triumph in the profpect of im- 
mortal bleflednefs ? Hath God beautified your minds, digni- 
fied your charaéters, with the lovely difpofitiens and tempers 
of Jefus Chrift? Turn your eyes to the deplorable flate of 
hunaa nature in heathen lands. “ Their underftandings dark- 
ened ; alienated from the love of God, through the ignorance 
that is in them, becaufe of the blimdnefs of their heart; paft 
feeling, given over to lafcivioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs 
with “greedinels ; ; changing the glory of the incorruptible 
God, into an image made like to corruptible man, ard to birds, 
and four. footed beafts, and creeping things ; fil! ed with all 
unrighteoufnefs ; taken captive by the Devil at his will.”’— 
Are not all the fympathies of your renewed hearts awakened ? 
Doth not the fire burn while yeu mufe on the neglected mi~ 
feries of millions of vour fellow men, ** who have no hope, 
and are without God in the world??? Do not your fouls fee! 
a generous ardour to impart to them the means of that bleff- 
ednefs, of which you yourfelves fo richly partake f 

The Son of God left the realms of glory; funk into our na- 
ture, and in that nature encount«red poverty, fatigue, the fcorn 
of proud men, and the infults of the mean; reproach, virulent 
Oppelition from earth and Fell, and at laft all the fhame and 
pain of death on the crofs. 5: hefe ills he encountered and 
endured,frem a principle of love to your fouls, Is there any return 
then which he may require of you; any facrifice of care, of earthly 
profpects, of triendthips, of the charities of dear and valuable 
relations, too great to be made for him? Are there any dan- 
gers from ftcrms and temp-fts, from a vertieal fun; or ahowl- 
ing wildernefs, from the unbridled paflions of men, or the 
{nares of the Devil, too formidable to be met by you, for his 
fake, who, in the sil of your falvation, fet his face like 4 
fi nt againft all oppofit on, remained ftedfa ‘tt and immoveabley 
till, in triumph, he exclaimed, “ It is finifhed!?? In truth, a 
life of antediluvian extent, of apoftolic aétivity, and darkened 
by all the gloom of prifuns, banifhments, tortures and deathss 
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which diftinguifhed the ages of perfecution, would be but a 
poor return on your part to the Son of God, for what he en- 
dured in your behalf, 

Confider, beloved brethren, the importance of the objeé& to 
which we would draw your attention; the introduction of the 
light which came from and leads to Heaven ; the tranflation of 
men from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son ; the laying the foundation of a building, which fhall 
grow into an holy temple in the Lord; the fowing of the feed 
of the word in fields which may produce harvefts of chriftian 
tempers and good works, in perpetual fuccefhion, to the con- 
fummation of all things; the falvation of immortal fouls, for 
which the Son of God laid down his life, in which the Spirit 
of God deigns to dwell, and for which bleflednefs is in Hea- 
ven prepared, confummate in its nature, and everlafting in its 
duration. ‘Thefe aze objets great and gocd, calculated ta 
aroufe and ftrengthen every active principle of the renewed 
mind. In the contemplation of thefe objects, we eafily enter 
into the juftnefs of St. Paul’s feelings, when he thus {pake :-— 
“ Yea, and if I be offered up on the facrifice aid fervice of 
your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all. From Jerufalem, 
and round about, unto Ilyricum, I have fully preached the 
Gofpel of Chrift : yea, fo have 1 ftrived to preach the Gofpel, 
not where Chrift was named, left 1 fhould build upon another 
man’s foundation.” 

The men of the world, in the mere profpe& of obtaining 
wealth or fame, leave, without a figh, their native fhores, en-= 
counter ftorms and fhipwrecks, go te the uttermoft parts. of 
the earth, rifque their lives in unhealthy climates, or in the 
held of battle; and all for an object, the obtaining of which 
ds as uncertain as the enjoyment of it, when obtained, is un- 
fatisfying | Shall then a diiciple of fefus, who, like you, has 
devoted himfeif to the crofs, hefitate to follow the Captain of 
Salvation, in making inreads on the territery of Satan, where 
the dangers are unfpeakably lefs, the advantapyes infinitely fu- 
perior, the honours unfading, the reward eternal, and alroge - 
ther fatisfying ? Can the world believe us to be fericus in our 
profeifions, if we thus indolently * abide among the fheep- 
folds, to hear the b'eatings of the flocks,”’ whach, under a ple 
nitude of paftoral care in this favoured land, “ lie down in 
green paftures, or. are led by the fill waters,” and fear to“ ea. 
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pard our lives unto the death, in the high places of the field,” 
in behalf of the other fheep not of this fold, for whom Jefus 
bled and died? | 

If we are flothful and covetous min'fters, and grow pale at 
the fight of the crofs, and greedily “ look every one fer his 
gain from his quarter,”’ thould we not liften to the following 
denunciation, as if feven thunders uttered their voices: “ Curfe 
ye Meroz, faid the angel of the Lord; curfe ye. bitterly the 
inhabitants thereof, becaule they came not to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord aganift the mighty.” 

The chara@ter of a miffionary is defervedly held in high 
honour in the churches of the faints. The names of Elliot; 
Brainerd and Swartz, will be tran{mitted to pofterity amid the 
efteem and veneration of all good men. Generations unborn 
will rife up in the wilds of America, and in the plains of In- 
doftan, and call them blefled. Why, bel: ved brethren, fhould 
net you cherifh in your bofoms laudable emulation of the un= 
wearied activity and exemplary patience of thofe great men 
After ferving the Lord Chrift for a few years among the hea- 
then, you may return to the embrace of your native countrys 
covered with honour, and fitted for eminent ufefulnefs in af 
fifting the Society in future miflions. | . a8 

The Directors have no worldly objeAs, by which to bring 
into their fervice able and holy men; a d.cent competency, 
with fuch accommodations as the nature of the place will ad- 
mit of, are all they can promife. The miffionary muft not 
feek great things for himfelf in this life: he muft not look at 
the things that are feen: his expeCiations muft be fpiritual 
and divine. But affiftance on the part of God is promifedy 
and a glorious reward previded. A field is opened to him, in 
which the beft principles of religion in his foul may be profits 
ably employed, and, by being employed, will becarried onware. 
to perfeétion. 

We beleech you, beloved brethren, to fet apart a reafonable 
meafure of your time, in which, leifurcly, and with becoming 
folemnity of f{pirit, to turn this importan: fubjeét in your minds; 
Implore light and dire €tion from God, who hath promifed * to 
Jead the blind in paths they have not known; to make dark- 
nefs light before them, and crooked things ftraight.”’ Realize 
jn your thoughts the day of your death, and enquire what is 
the path which, it is likely, yeu will then approve of, and with 
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vou had chofen. In this folemn deliberation, we will not ceafe 
to pray for you, that the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the 
father of glory,” may enlighten the eyes of your underftand- 
mn: 28, that you may difcern the path of your duty ; may diftin- 
gui the voice of Chrift from the voice of a ftranger ; inay 
become of quick underftanding in the fear of the Lord; and 
be enabled ( whether called to minifter at-home, or to the fons 
of the ftrangers abroad) “willingly to {pend and be fpent”’ in 
builuing the tabernacle ¢ God with men upon earth, 
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[From the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine] 
‘THOUGHTS 


ON THE PERSEVERANCE OF SAINTS. 


: we is objected to the certain perfeverance of the faints, that 
the doctrine has an unhely tendency, and is, therefore not 

a doétrine according to godlinefs. ‘The defign of the following 
seuciaet is to examine this objection. 

If the fentiment oe be true, it muft be on the ground 
of thefe two things: That all true faints have certain e- 
vidence of being fuch ; aan 2. Phat their religion is founded 
in afupreme regard to their own bany nels. IE they do not 
know themfelves to be faints, its Qeing certain, that faints 
will perfevere, can have no evil tendency, in refp ect to them. 
Befide, if their relizion be not icififh, but cilint erefted and 
, ly, having God for its fupreme ab, the doctrine ob- 

ected to can furaifh no motives to be lefs holy, or lefs active 


in all the duties of an holy life. It is only on the ground of 


faints being governed bytelhit h motives, and being certain 
withal of being faints, which can give influence to this doc- 
trine, to leaden them te fs zealous and pericvering than other- 
wife. 

But the firft thing, taken for granted in the objection, viz. 
that all faints have certain evidence that they are fuch, is not 
true. They ia common know, pretty nearly, and many times, 
very precifely, at what time old ~—— palisd away in themy 
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and all things became new. Indeed this, which is fundamen- 
tal to evangelical holinefs, cannot have taken place, at years 
of underftanding, without their being confcious and very cer- 
tain of achange. But their hope, notwithftanding, ts often 
wavering. ‘They are very doubtful, not whether a change 
in them be real, but whether it be genuine. Affurance, if well 
founded, is always in proportion to the evidence of being re- 
newed and fanétified. This evidence is not to be expected 
from one day’s experience, but from a life of perfevering ho- 
linefs. Hence the prophet—“ Then fhall ye know, if ye 
follow cn to know the Lord.’”? Hence too the apoftle’s ex- 
hortation, “ Giving diligence to make your ealling and elec- 
tion fure,”’——What may be properly called aflurance of falva- 
tion is a very high attainment in religion, which is not to be 
expected, in ordinary cafes, without time fufficient to have 
brought forth much fruit. As religion is liable to be coun- 
terfeited, and as the counterfeit very ftrikingly refembles the 
reality, it muft be tried, and thence proved, before the fub- 
jects of it can have warrant for any high degree of aflurance. 
‘hat from which men apoftatize when tried, is thence prov- 
ed not to have been genuine. According, whatever ground 
of affured confidence there is, that all, who have once been 
made holy, wil] perfevere in holinefs, and finally be faved, 
ftill a great proportion of real faints have not the fame con- 

fidence re{pecting themfelves. Nay, they may, at times, have 

the moft ferious doubts, whether they belong to the houfehold 

of faith. Hence the certain perfeverance and falvation of all, 

who have once been fandtified in Chrift, has no tendency to 

inake them loiter, in the race fet before them ;— it offords no 

confolation or hope, refpecting themfelves, any farther tkan 

they continue in the way of holinefs, and thereby furnifh the 

proper evidence, that their names are written in heaven.— 

‘The evidence, that the faints will endure to the end and be 
faved, is of one fort, and that which proves men to be faints, 
of another. “The former is found in the promife and faithful- 
nefs of Ged, and the latter, in the holy experiences and lives 
of the faints. 

Again, the fecond thing taken for granted, in the objection 
of unholy tendency, to the doctrine of perfeverance, is not 
true; viz. That the governing motive with faints to perfle- 
vere is a fupreme regard to their own happinefs. It is, in 2 
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forty, exclufively on this ground, that it can have the ev i! sae 
dency alledged. It cannot have it on the fuppe fitron that al 
faints infallibly know their ele@tion ef Gad, sf governed in 
their lives by difinterc&ed and holy motives. But the fact is, 
their hi sheft motive, and that by which they are fupremely 
influenced to hold on their way, is their fupreme and difin- 
terefted love to God, the Redeemer, and his caufe. It isnot 
founded inan appre henfion £G d's love to them in particulary 
and the profpeét of their own happinefs. They delight in 
God’s law, after the inward man ; and that becaufe at is holy, 
jujiand gecd. It is therevore their méat and drink to do 
his will. They would prefer a life ct holinefs, from the de- 
light which they take, In pleafing and honduring ther God 
ont Saviour, were there no obj-ét of either hope or fear, be- 
yond the grave. But if fuch be their governing motives, its 
ifluence cannot be deftroyed, or even ke flened, by anv cer- 
tainty, that all faints will continue to aét under fuch influence, 
and thence to perfevcre in well doing. 
It hence appears, that thofe, who urge the objection here 
confidered, miftak2 both the nature and the effential evi- 
dence of true religion. They neceffarily fouad their love to 
God, on an apprehention of his love to them, and not on his 
fupreme and infinite lovelinefs. Hence they make it the 
fame in effence with the love which finners have towards thofe 
wholove them. It isaecordingly true, that thofe whofe reli- 
gion is founded in fupreme felfifhnefs, and who thence love 
God, uader a m ftaken apprehenfion that he loves them, do 
aften, in the time of temptation, fall away from the religion 
which they feem tohave. Wer is this at all furprifi g. Such 
perfons haveno root in them which fhould be expeétcd to 
bring forth fruit, when put to the teft. A veiielcs of fuch 
fort may dou’ tlefs be loft. Yea,it is what we are taught to ex- 
pect, not only from the nature of it, but from the exprefs de- 
claration of Chrift; Every plant which my heavenly fathee 
hath not planted, h 21] be plucked up. 

It is natural here to notice,that thofe generally who deny the 
eertain perfeverance of faints, deny alfo the ipecia lend dif. 
tinguifh: ng grace of God, in renewing and fanéiifying the 
human heart. JT hey inhit, that Ged dogs no miére for ere 
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than another; thatthe fpirit is given to all, in the fame mea- 
fure. They accordingly hold, that when any become holy, 
it is becaufe they do more than others, in the improvement 
of that grace which is common to ail; and hence, that they 
make themfelves to differ. Nor is it wonderful, that a reli- 
gion originating im felf and ftanding in their own ftrength, 
fhould fometimes be loft. It frequently is, in fa&t. This is 
one reafon why the word of God {peaking on this fubjcct, is 
fo often mifunderftood. All this is confiftent with the na- 
ture of a religion, which is acquired by feififh creatures, and 
under the inflence of felfifh motives. Sucha religion muit 
neceffarily be felfifh, and therefore in its nature liable to wax 
old and vanifh away. But true faints have not fo learned 
Chrift. They are taught of God, both by his word and fpirit 
to believe, that men are by nature dead to trefpafles and fins. 
that they never do any thing towards their recovery to {piri - 
tual life; accordingly, that when made alive unto God, thro’ 
Jefus Chrift, it is owing wholly to the working of his migh- 
ty power. Therefore faith the apoftle, You hath be quicken- 
de who were dead in tre[paffes and fins. But God, who is rich iz 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he leved us, even when we 
were dead in fins, hath quickened us together with Chriit.— 
Not by works of rightecufnefs, which we had done, but accer - 
ding to bis mercy he faved us, ly the wafhing. of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghof. Who therefore, hath 
made thee to differ from another ? The anfwer muft be inthe 
words of the apoftle, by the grace of Ged Iam what I am— 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy: and, he 
who hath begun a good work in them, will carry it on until the 
day of the Lord fefus. He hath faid I will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee. Hence, though the righteous fall, he fhall not 
be utterlly caft down, forthe Lord upheldeth him with his hand. 
Agreeably to all this faith the God of grace, 1 will put my 
laws in their hands, and in their minds will I write them, and 
their fins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

It hence appears, from a fcriptural view of this fubjeét, 
that the objection of unholy tendency lies fairly againft thofe 
whe deny, inftead of thofe who ho/d the perfeverance of faints. 
Thofe who imagine they have made themfelves to differ,— 
that the difference, when made, is in their own keeping, and 
therefore, may be loft, cannot feel the fume obligation ceGed, 
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as thofe, who hold with the apoftle, that it is not of him who wil- 
leth,nor of him wha runneth; hut of Ged, whe fheweth mercy. Vhofe 
who believe that the righteous will hold on their way to the end, 
and are fuch themfelves, muft feel a vaft weight of obligation to 
God, for having chofen them to falvation in Chrift, and renewed 
them by his fpirit ; for carrying on the work of grace in their 
hearts ; and {till farther, yea above all, for the two immuta- 
ble things of God, his oath and faithfulnefs, in which it is im- 
poffible for him to lie, and by which they have ftrong confo- 
lation, with an hope, which is a fure and fteadfaft anchor to 
their fouls. The whole tendency of the doctrine, in this view 
of it, is to quicken and conftrain them to render unto the 
Lorp, according tothe benefits received ; to run with patience 
the race fet before them, and todo whatfoever their hand find- 
eth to do with their might. 

Tt is hence evident, that the doctrine of perfeverance, when 
fairly fated, inftead of the contrary, is of a moft holy tenden- 
cy, and muft have anfwerable effect on all the upright in 
heart. This is the only plan, on which the grace of God, 
as difylayed in the falvation of finners, can be properly feen 
and felt. We fee, accordingly, that the obje@ion here con- 
fidered, is wholly applicable to the oppofite doftrine; that 
the whole tendency of men’s thinking they have made them- 
felves to differ, and that the difference when effected, depends 
on themfelves, and not on the promife and grace of God, is 
to eradicate a fenfe of obligation to him, and to cherifh a 
felf-righteous fpirit, which prepares the way for apoftacy and 
ruin. 


TROPHIMUS. 
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(From the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine.) 
A FUNERAL MEDITATION. 


E are often called to houfes of afliction—to the bed- 

fide of the fick and dying, and to attend the funeral 
folemnities of the deeeafed. Decency, friendfhip and relation 
collect many on fuch occafions, who have little defire to at- 
tend to ferious things, and are very uneomfortable when they 
are urged upon them. They hate thofe fights of diftrels which 
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excite rel tion. The houfes of ficknefs and mourning arg 
no places for them, for they bring eternity and its great fo- 
Jemnities into view, which are but unwelcome and uncom- 
fortable thoughis. Scenes of bufinefs, mirth and feftivity are 
more defirable 5 thefe fut the r hearts, ft:fle rel. Gions, and 
keep off thought. Their vifits to places which bring futurity 
info view, are as f.ld-m and fhort as decency will permit, 
Such views produce a chilling horror ; they fhrink back from 
the ideas. No cheering comforts, no {weet confvlations re- 
frefh their (pirits, drawn from the ennobling contemplaticns 
of eternity, and the intereftinz fcenes which enrapture the 
snind earneftly fixed on the iavitible world. 

Others equally hate the diffipation of thought, produced by 
feftivity and mirth. Serious fcenes are mere welcome, infpire 
micher entertainmea’, and fix the mind upon fubjeéts which 
mever clov. ** The heart ot the wile isin the houwfe of mcur- 
mirg; but the heart of the fool is in the houfe of mirth.”? [a 
fucn a houfe, things beyond this lve ruth upon almoft every 
mind, whether they give comfort, or paintul refleétions. The 
reafoi why the vodly take real fatts'action in being prefent 
on mournful occaftons, is net, as the foas of vanity would 
fugovit, becaufe their hearts are hard and unfeel ne, and can 
on that acc uat moree-fily endure fights of angu fh and dif- 
trefs. Jc ts common for the gay to pay themfelves a compli- 
ment thes be n» means d:ferve, that “ their nerves were ne= 
ver (ufficiently hardened to endure fuch moving fcenes ; that 
they excite an exquitite fentibility in them, too painful to be 
borne.”” But though chey would by this coft an obl.que re- 
fl-dtion on fuch as take pleafure in bearing a part with the 
afflicted, it is but pretence. Far other reafons than tenderne(s 
2nd humanity drive them from fizhts of wretch: dnefs ro houfes 
of mirth and laughter; nor is it beeaufe the pious are unfeel- 
ing, that they love to weep with them that weep, and attend 
them in their decpeft ferrows, and contemplate with them the 
things which fuch mournful eccations fuggc ft to the mind. 

The heart of the wife is in the houfe of mourning, becaufe 
the objects which pr fent themfelves on fuch occafions, are 
calcul ited to infpire the moft ufeful reAeGions, Death is the 
end of every thng on earth. The dead have departed to an- 
other world. The fizht ef their remains imprefles on the ming 
the vanity of the objects of general purfuit. We follow them 
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{n our imaginations into the invifible ftate: the importance 
of that world rifes upon our minds: we are interefted in it, 
as it refpec?s our deceafed friend. We contemplate his fitu- 
ation: we enquire with ourfelves, where is he? What is his 
prefent ftate ? Is he happy or miferable ? Will his happinefs 
or mifery be eternal? Is he beyend hope, or above fear ? 
What fociety is he now in? What are his prefent wre 
ments ? How does he view his paft life, and the things of this 
bufy world? Our minds are carried to the word otf God— 
the only book which furnifhes us with inftructions on this 
fubje&t. We have new ideas of its importance, and attend to 
it with greater earneftnefs. We are imperceptibly led to be- 
come interefted in things invifible for eurfelves. The world 
finks ; we view ourfelves no more than pilgrims and ftrangers 
here ; we are imprefled with the idea of owr own departure 3; 
it is brought near. We again turn, with anxious defires for 
information, to the enly initructor to be had. We enquire, 
where fhall we ourfelves foom be ? What is there for us be- 
yond this world? We take a ferious view of the light caft 
upon this fubje& by the fcriptures, ‘Ihe magnitude of the 
rewards and punifhment it reveals awes our fpirits. We ear- 
neftly examine the grounds of juftification, and condemnation; 
we examine ourfelves ; we either are fatisfied or tremble. We 
feel the importance of a full preparation, and the folly of delay. 
We are conftrained to the refolution, that we will attend to 
it immediately. Its importance {till rifes upon us; the vani- 
ties of the world lofe their influence; the mind is fwallowed 
up in the idea of making preparation for the world, where we 
are to have our everlafting heme.—The houfe of meurning 
is certainly favourable for thefe reflections. But alas! with 
many, while at the place of mourning, the heart is either pin- 
ing for the heufe of mirth, or fupporting itfelf againft fuch na- 
tural reflections, by employing its thoughts en the countenance 
of the deceafed, the conduct and appearance of the mourners, 
the parade of the funeral, or other things equally trifling ; and 
their thoughts are conftrained to wander upon any thing which 
may come next, to give them relief from the pain of thinking 
as they ought, and as the occafion almoft irrefiftibly compels 
them to think. But if we will allow eurfelves to follow the 
train of thought, which is natural on fuch an occafion, we 


fhall proceed further. The refurre€tion cf the dead {mall and 
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ereat, with its confequences will turn upon our minds. We 
{hall contemplate ourfelves, ftanding in this immenfe congre- 
gation—fhall] anticipate the univerfal folemnity which will be 
imprefled onevery foul—fhall contemplate all, ftanding before 
God, the books opened, and the dead judged out of the things 
written in the beoks, according to their works. Our con- 
duct in this world will then appear, O how interefting ! How 
folema it is to be now preparing the materials for our endlefs 
deftiny ! The judgment which will poe be pafled,will naturally 
employ our thoughts, as we fit meditating in the houfe of 
mourning. We are ftruek with te hen of the unchangea - 
ble and irreverfible decifion, which will then be given. A- 
gain we look into ourfzlves—confider our hearts and lives, 
and apes, for what fentence have we been preparing cur- 
fclves £ What portion are we to expect f Our hopes and fears 
prefs into view. We look forward into a ee id eternity 
-—no end, no fhore, no period is to be even contemplated, 

Solemnity poffeffes our whole fouls: We are interefted. We 
enquire into the character of God our judge. We look a- 
bout us for dependence: In ourfelves we find none. Chrift 
and his falvation are the only things which afford on pet 
pe& of deliverance and bleffe ednefs. We contemplate the 
terms of acceptance with him—we realize that we muft have 
him for our Saviour, or we are undoneyundone indeed. Our fins 
crowd into view—our foelly and prefumption, and we fee 

that an intereft in Chrift mul be fecured, and that till then, 
we rifk dangers abfolutely infinite —Men of common pru- 
dence muft, at an houfe of mourning, have thefe or fimilar 
reflections, if they allow thenslelves to think. Thefe are 
welcome to the real cbriftian—the truly wife man, and there- 
fore his heart isin the houfe of mourning. But thcfe are not 
his only thoughts. 

In the houle of mourning, the wife man is in an advanta- 
geous fituation to meditate on the triumph of Chrift, at the 
confummation of all things, over all his enemies,—on his jov 
at feeing the abundant fruits of the travail ef his faul, now 
prepared to enter into his prefence, and dwell with him for- 
ever. He contemplates the glory of the church, now redeem- 
ed from all fin, rifing from the grave, victorious over al} its 
enemics, meeting its divine Redeeme r, by whom It was ran = 


fomed from fin and hell, into the joys of its Lord, filled with 
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adoration and hymns ef everlafting praife, and attended by all 
the angels to the manfions which Chrift has now gone to 
prepare for his friends. Wrapt in thete contemplations, the 
glory ef God appears, our fouls are overborne with a fenfe of 
his love, and of the compaffion of Chrifi to fuch finful, un- 
worthy creatures as ourfelves. The habits of grace are 
ftrengthened by thefe meditations, fo natural to the houfe of 
mourning. The ftrength of corruptions is weakened, and 
temptations are driven away. If we are the wife, we re- 
joice in God, we’ enter with alacrity en duty, we are pre- 
pared to make any facrifices—to take up the crofs, and fol- 
low the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth, and are infpired with 
precious foretaftes of the world to come: We learn to truft 
in God. The pious mourner obtains {weet refignation, com- 
fort, and even the fpirit of praife, and pants for the bi: flings 
of the invifible world ; and in the mean time, leans on God, 
whofe fullnefs and excellency are fo imprefiively brought into 
view. © how full, how furprifing, how precicus the confo- 
lation! Deathis contemplated as the gate of heaven, and at- 
tending a funeral becomes a mean of fpiritual refrcfhment. 

How naturally do thefe refle@ions enkindle in the hearts of 
the truly wife, a more earneft benevolence fur men, and a dif- 
pofition to labour and pray, that they may be all brought ine 
to the kingdom of Chrift ? 

But perhaps | have followed this train of meditations fuf- 
ficiently. fam fure [ have followed !t, till every reader, who 
delights in fpiritual things, is ready to fay, “It is better to go 
to the houfe of mourning, than to the houfe of feafting.” 
‘The entertainments are incomparably more ufeful and fatis- 
fying. And isthere one, who ts net conviiced that it will 
be his own fault, if the next houfe of mourning he enters, 
is not profitable to him, beyond the ordinary occurrences of 
life ? 

But we muft leave thefe comforting r: fl-Cions, and attend 
to one, which is truly melancholy—ron the charatter of thofe, 
whofe hearts arein the houfeof mech. Cod calis them fools; 
anda few olbfervations will fuffice to fiiow that he has 
given them their true character. Featting and mirth are the 
well know expedieats of men, who canact endure reflections, 
and the profpedts of futuricy, to banith thouch:, and rid them- 
{elves of thefe profitable, but totaem uncomfortable meditations. 
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It would not be wife, though it fhould fuceeed to hufh con- 
{cience entirely, and keep themfelves delirious with mirth, 
till they fhould awake in hell; ;or even, if their foolifh mer- 
riment could laft forever; for it would exclude them from 
the rational and fatisfying enjoyments of the pious foul. 
However, their mirth while here, will not fave them from oc- 
calional returns of reflection, and painful forebedings of the 
miferies which are coming upon them. ‘They will not ftay 
the hand of juftice. Butinefs, diverfion and every expedient 
will fail. Death, attended with infinite horrors to fuch, ison 
its way—they mutt appear at the refurrectien, and ftand be- 
fore God, and receive their doom. Their mirth banifhes. 
ufeful reflections, furrouads them with temptations, hardens 
them againft inftruction, makes occafional refic@tions full of 
horror, leads them to hate the fan@tuary, the bedfides of the 
fick and dying, and the folemn admonitions of a funeral. They 
become hardened, and their cafe in a meafure defperate, be- 
caufe they cannot bear to think as they eught, and they cen- 
clude that they muft run the rifk of dying asthey are. Hence they 
Jiften to, and frequently imbibe the poifon of Jax and imfidel 
opinions, by trying as much as poffible to difbelieve the paia- 
ful truths. But alas, it will not be long, before the intoxi- 
cation of vanity will be over, and they will be conftrained to 
think, and, dreadful indeed! to think forever. ‘* Woe unto 
you that laugh now, for ye fhall mourn and weep. It is 
better te go to the houfe of mourning, than to the houfe of 
feafting, for that is the end of all men, and the living will lay 


it to heart.”’ 
BROTOS. 
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[ From the Conneicut Evangelical Magazine. } 


THE DAYS OF YOUTH 


Are the mefi privileged and convenient period in life to attend 
te the duties of religion. 


‘TD IDING the other day into a diftant part of the country, 
I fell into company with a minifter of Jefus, who in- 
sormied me that, for fome time paft, there had been among 
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the people of his charge, apparent!y more than a common at. 
tention to religion, which he hoped was the dawning of a f{pe- 
cial revival. The psople attended on weckly lectures and 
conferences with apparent delight, and the corcerns of eter = 
nity feemed to claim a g.neral attention. He urged me to 
go home with him, and preach a leCture which had been ap- 
po nted in confequence of thefe p'cating appearances. | went. 
The people aff-mbled. A deep lolemnity appeared depicted in 
the countenances of the whole aff'mbly. It evidently ap- 
eared that they had not aff:inbled merely to fhew themfelves ; 
but to hear, and hear she g tpel, as revealing to them the aw- 
ful end of the wicked, wie die in their fins, untnterefted in 
the blood bought pardon or th: Redeemer; and as pointing 
out the only wav of efcape and falvation, by a regeneration of 
heart, and cordial acceptance of the Lid Jefus. The zffem- 
bly was not Jarge ; but it was as numerous as was expeéted, 
A number of youth ef both f-xes were prefone. Their vain 
and trifling airs were laid afide ; their countenances fixed and 
deeply impreffud; and the tear, expreflive of deep concern, 
ftarted in their eyes. They feemed to feel convinced their 
fouls would never de, but ex:ft eternaily, beyond the grave, 
in the celeftial parad-fe of God, or in the dark region of hell. 
Whether th f? impreffions will be lafting or not, I pretend 
mot to know; nor dol know whether they will bring them 
to an habitual and perfevering attention to the all-important 
concerns of the foul, or in a few days, as is unhappil; ‘f-me- 
times the cafe, be caft away for f-enes of diffipation and carnal 
mirth; nor whether they will be duly encouraged, tili God 
fhall in the riches of his grace renew their hearts, and fill them 
with the bleffed co: folations of religion. Or this I pretend 
notto judre, [ Jeave it with him who has the refidue of the 
Spirit; who matith fore, and bindeth up; who woundeth, and 
bis hands make while’ But, in whatever manner thefe tender 
impreffions upon the heart and the confcience may be treated, 
by thofe whe were then the fubjects of them, one th ng, in 
particular, from the intercft'ng f-ene, forcibly ftreck my mine; 
and it was ths: Thot the days of yuth are th. moft prvilered 
and conventent t me to attend to the duties of religion. This 
is often denied. Inconliderate y uth put far away the evil 
day; and their forced excufe is, chat youth is neither-a privi- 
ieged nor convenient time to attend to the duties of religion 
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not confidering, to-morrow they may die, as thoufands have died 
before them; nor laying to heart the folemn warning given 
them by an infpired preacher, in thefe words, Eccl. xi. Q. 
** Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the fight of thine eyes: but know thou, that 
for ali thefe things God will bring thee into judgment.”’ 
Will God, then, “O young man, or young woman, who may 
chance to read thefe pages, bring thee into judgment for all 
thefe things? Art thou, while thus indu! lging in fin, fowing 
the feeds of forrow, which thou muft reap, either in this or the 
eternal world, or perhaps in both f Surely, then, it becomes 
thee to confider r thy ways, and to fear him who is able to ce- 
firoy both foul and body in hell, forever !—But, I was fay- 
ing, youth is the moft privileged period in life to attend to 
the duties of religion; and whocan a moment doubt it, that 
knows the human charaéter ? The young are not hardened by 
ong habits of fin. Is not the mind in youth peculiarly tender 
and foft, and eafily moulded into good habits ? Is not all alive 
to feeling, and eafily imprefled with whatever greatly interefts 
it; having none of the forrews, the pains, the weaknefies and 
the infirmities of old age to deftroy its ftrength and activity ; 
while animal nature moft readily lends its afiiftance, in the 
feet to walk, the eyes to fee and read, the tongue to {peak and 
afk, and the ear to hear and receive ‘alleles. But, in old 
age, all will be the very reverfe. A long hardened, corrupted 
tafte will not eafily be fubdued; habits of fin, long indulged, 
urge on to continued indulgence, i in defiance of reproof; the 
terrors of hell having been often refiftes, ceafe to alarm the 
guilty wretch; and he is afhamed to renounce his diffulute 
conduct for a life of prayer and religion.—I have lived to fee 
he mighty power of God,,in the riches of his grace, difplayed 
in the revival of religion in feveral different towns, and have 
obferved that the young, where there were no fons of Belsal 
to corrupt them, have been mere or lefs the fubjects of the 
blefl-d work. 

That the days of youth are the moft privileged and conve- 
nient feafon to attend to the duties of religion, appears, alfo, 
from the forcible manner in which king Solomon has prefled 

upon the young mind a remembranceof God. But,fince hisargu- 
saenis are exprefled in fizurative language,l fhall now endeavour 
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to place them in a plain and familiar lightemmEccl. xii. 1. 
“ Pemem ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou 
fhait fay, | have no pleafure in them.”—Explanation. Re- 
member new your Creator in the days of youth, while in 
rg and full ftrength of bedy and mind; for thefe are the 

beit day s that ever you will fee, to obtain ‘that religious in- 
ftruGion which is effential to your everlafting peace and hap- 
pinefs with God. for the years of old age, if you are fuffer- 
ed to live, will foon come upon you, with ail the pains, afflic- 
tions, burdens and evils which naturally attend that period in 
life ; and, if you are then found deftitute of religion, you will 
And no pleafure in them. Borne down with fuch a load of 
infirmities, you will find nothing to comfort you on earth; 
nor, without religion, any thing to comfort you in the near 
view of eternity. 

Verfe 2.“ While the fun, or the light, or the moon, or the 

ftars be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain.” 
Exp. For youth, on every account, is the moft convenient and 
beit time you will ever find to attend to religion and make 
your peace with God. It isthe be -{t time becaufe then, if difpofed, 
youcan enjoyall the works ofGod.In youth, the fun, the light,the 
moon, the ftars and all the works ef God are pleafant to the clear 
fighted eyes, cheering the mind; and the lively beauties of 
the verdant hills and flowery meadows, after the refrefhing 
fummer’s rain, adminifter new and varied pleat But, ia 
old age, by reafon of the dimnefs of the eyes, al tl thefe fources 
of co mfort, to cheer the animal fpirits, are Carkened and lof. 
Failing eyes make them ceafe to pleafe. When the raia is 
over, and the fky clears up with a beautiful brightnefs, the 
clouds ftill hang on the minds cf the aged. They forget not 
their forrows and infirmities. All to them ftill remains dark 
and gloomy.* Aclear fky gives them no latting pleafure. Wher 
young, they rejoiced at the pleafing change, and beheld its 
beauties with rapture 5 but the burdens ofold age are not to 
removed by the clearing of the fky. The joys of the young 
are remembered but to increafe the aloomy contraft of de- 
clining years. 

Verfe 3. “Inthe day when the keepers of the houfe fhall 
tremble, and the itrong men ‘hall bow themfelves, and the 
grinders ceafe becaufe they are few, and thefe that look out 
at the windcws ke caikencd.”? Exp. For, in old age, whea 
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the nerves are relax-d, the | g-, which are the great pillare 
that fupport the tem ie of the body, become feeble and ueme 
ble. Hence, it is with d fic culty that the aged move theme 
felves from one place to another 3 with difficulty if difpofed, 

that they can get co the ufual laces of public inftruction 5 
and, fometimes, they are fo enfeevled that they cannot go at 
all. And while their legs tremb'c, thar knees bow them- 
felves, and no longer ftronz and fim te keep the body ercét, 

finite the one againit the other, thus msk ny the difficulty of 
travelling from one place to another ftili greater. —_ Befidesy 
their grind rs or teeth are chefly YON, a ya only being left, 
making it difficult for them to eat their food, and d-ftroying 
the pleafure, once enj iyed. And to add ftill to their forrows, 

the fight of their eyes fails, fo that they can no longer leak 
out of thofe windows of the body, either to enjoy the beau- 
ties of nature, or to read the holy feriptures. But, in the days 
of youth, itis far otherwife. The young never complain 
of wearinefs ef legs. ‘They can runj—they can walk 
with eafe from place to place, wherever they pleafe. Their 
legs never tremble, nor their knees finite together; they are 
{trong men, they eafily bend, and the b dy feels but a light 
burden upon them. Their teeth are ftrong and full fet ; and 
they eat their neceff:ry food with cafe and pleafure. Their 
eyes are clear and penetrating, embracing all the the beauties 
of nature to cheer the mind, and enable the enquiring finner 
to read the holy feriptures. Orn thefe accounts, how fuperi- 
or, therefore, are the di: ys of youth to the days of old age, to ate 
tend tothe duties of relivion' Youns peoplecan go to the 
houfe of public worfhij, at all f-af>.s of the year, in all wea- 
thers, as often as they pleaf, and with cafe. Their ears are 
net deaf, when there, that they cannot hear; nor their eyes 
blind that they cannot fee; nor thcir memories weak, that 
they cannot remember ; nor their fenfe of feeling loft, that 
they cannot feel. Oh, my young friends, can you ferioufly 
read this defcription of the decrepitude of old age, with ité 
countlefs infirmi*i ies ; and vet, vainly flitter yourfelves, that 
eld age will be the heft period of time to begin a religious 
life? Do you nat in a monent fee, in foire of all your une 
willingnefs to acknow! de it, chat the privileges of youth, om 
thefe accounts, are unfpeak ably greater than thofe of age 3 


But, the paintul contraft ends not here. 








Wy ) 
pi) | 
ti 


Importance of early piety. 152 


Verfe 4. “ And the doors fhall be fhut in the firects, when 
the found of the grinding is low, and he fhall rife up at the i 
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of mufic fhall be it 
brought low ;” Exp, And the eye-lids, (whichin youth are 
naturally light and open, for the eyes to fee ail that pafles in 
the ftreets,) fhall become heavy, and be Jong and often clofed 
in fleep, to fupport the feeble remains of decaying nature, 
when through the lofs of his teeth and appetite, the aged man 
eats but little, and fleeps much, living in a kind of ftupidity 
and infenfibility to all that pafles before him. And yet, nox- 
withftanding his peculiar dulnefs, his fleeping fo often and 
fo much, he fhall net be able to enjoy {weet reft in the 
night, as he once did, in the days of youth ; but fhall in wea- 
rinefs long for day, and tired of his bed, as well as of every 
ether enjoyment fhall impatiently get up in the morning, at 
the voice of the Robin and the Lark, (finging at the ear'y 

‘dawn,) in every pofition wearied, reitlefs, and joyiefs both by 
night and by day. Nor can the mufical notes of thefe fweet 
warblers of the early morn; nor of the fofteft tunes, fung by 
a choir of fingers, the admired daughters of mufic, which once 
enlivened, delighted and fwectened the mind, in the days of 
youth, in old age foothe and fweeten a troubled mind. Fer, { 
in old age even the foft charms of mufic ceafe to pleafe. The iy 
aged cannot fing themfelves, nor will their relaxed conititu- 
tion and decayed nature admit of their receiving delight isn 
hearing the fongs of others. To them every thing is ina 
manner joylefs. “Thus {tripped of earthly enjoyments, in old 
age, nothing but pure religion can {weeten the mind, and af- 
ford lafting pleafure. 

Verfe 5. “ Alfo when they fhall be afraid of that which is 
high, and fears fhall be in the way, and the almond tree fhal! 
flourith, and the grafs-hopper fhall bea burden, and defire fhail 
fail: becaufe man geeth to his long home, and the mourners 
go about the ftreets.”” xp. And, not only are the days of 
youth the beft and moft convenient time to attend to the du- 
ties of religion and make your peace with God, fince fuch are . p 


the infirmities, the weakneffes, the pains and the troubles of 
old age; but, alfo, becaufe the aged lofe the ftrength and vi- 
gour of their early days, becoming timid. ‘They are afraid of ti! 


that which is high. All great undertakings frighten them. 
They have ne courage, none of the fervour, the animated 
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zeal of youth to engage, where trials and difficulties are ia 
the way to the sheninaital of a great object. “Thev are con- 
tinually fuggetting their fears in the way cf it. Thus they 
fer do wn difheartened ; and to avoid the danger of trials and 
difficulties, live as they have done, with: ut accomplifhing any 
great unc: lertaking. How then will they think of engaging 
in a life of prayer rand real es if they have neglected it 
to that advanced period of life? Is not pure religion from its 
very nature attended withtrials and difficultics, in fuch a 
corrupt age of the world as the prfent£ Donot many, other- 
wife agreeable young a ple, fhrink from it, becaute of its 
trials ! > D » thev not reft, there are a thoufand fears inthe 
way? 4% hey ‘este be Fe Be or they foall he ridiculed ; or they 
q foall he neglecicd, if they are known to be p» ayerful, humbic 
:: and pious : P| sppe ‘al to your hearts, my young friends, is noc 
, this your excule, for living in fuch a cold negleét of God and 
religion? Is not this the reafon why you are no more con- 
cerned for your precious immortal fouls ! Is not this the rea- 
fon why you are afhaned to be thought ferioufly enquiring, 
Whut fhall I do to he faved? Oh! inconfiderate youth ! Why 
will you thus fuffer yourfelves to be deluded ? Why will you 
willing! fall into fuch a fatal {nare, and prefumptuoufly rligue 
the lofs of all the glories ,prepared for the righteous, in the 
everlafting manfions of bleffednefs? Do you expect thefe 
fears, trials and difficulties will be lefs in old age than they 
are wow? J)» you expect there will be nothing then, to hin- 
der or difcourage you from attending to the duties of religion, 
after being fo long neglected? Oh l As you value the ever- 
lafting bleffedne ofs of your own fouls, deceive not yourfelves ! 
Depend upon it, from the very nature of man, thefe difficul- 
ties and trials will then certainly be greater. If, therefore, 
you have not now, while in the full vigour and ardour of 
youth, courage to be fingular, from a wicked world, by en- 
aging in the humble duties of religon, while you are not ef- 
tablifhed in long habits of fin, coniider there is but little, if 
any profoedt. of your doing it then. Do you not think it is har- 
der for a man to fet up prayer in his family, who has lived to 
be an o!d man, inthe wicked neglect and contempt of it, than 
it would have been when young? Harder for him to break 
of froma life of profanenefs and vice, and to live in cenformi- 
ty to the purity of the gofpel, than it would have been when 
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young ? Has he not more fhame, more feofing, more trials 
and difficultics to encounter, in the way of religion, frem his 
wicked companions and the world, than he w ould have had, 
at an earlier period in life? And is be not, from the love of eafey 
and dread of trouble, which are peculiario olu age, far lefs pre- 
pared to meet them ? For, is it not then, that a almena tree 
foal flourifo with the filver bloffoms of .infirmities, the grey 
hairs thickly increafing on the head, through the decay of na~ 
ture? Will not then the (mallet difappointments produce 
great uneafinefs, ond trifles of no more confequence than an 
infignificant gr fsbopper be felt as an intolerable burden? And, 
thus borne down with infirmities, the defire foal! fail; and if 
prepared for death it weuld rather be ciofen than life. For 
he fees nothing that can make him happy on earth. He be- 
holds nothing here to create new defres. All to him is a 
burden, and without fatisfation. For, when thus aged and 
infirm, from hee to year, and from month to month, he has 
nothing but death to expect, while he yet lives. He is free 
quently, at the report of every funeral, in gloomy anticipati- 
on, Cailing to mind his own death, and picturing to himfelf his 
own mourners, as forming themfelves in the tree ts, to carry 
his dead body to the grave; and fo painful is vm thous ht, that 
it often deftrovs all enjoy ment; having none of the vhs 
-confolations of religicn, to - ladde wn the hea ve with the brigat 
profeét of eternal glory. 

Death is the moft folemn and interefting change, com? 
when it may, either in the days of youth, or o of old a ge. Ie 
elofes forever our probationary ftate. It fhuts us up to the 


lat great day of judgment, when the wicked fhall be turned, 


into ‘hell, and all the nations that forget God. Por, then frall 
the adult return to the earth as it was, and tne fpirit foall returr: 
unto God who gave it. Thus cloies king solomon’s argue 
ments, enforcing both the duty and imorta: "ce € fremembe 

ing Godin the days of youth, from the confideration of ous 
pains and infire sities of old age; and from the certainty of the 
foul’s immor tality, and of a future } judgment. Will you ther, 
my young friends, ftill clof your eves 0 nthe facred page; ftil 
fhuc your ears sotiall the warning voice; and ftill harden 

as { 


your heart againft the duty of remembering God, 2s folcnan- 
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ly enjoined? Will you, after reading this iia of the failings,’ 
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troubles and trials of old age, and of the peculiar advantages 
of vouth, their health and ftren .gth of body and mind, their ac- 
tivity and capacity for enjoyment, {till ohiad, that you are too 
young to remember God, too young to begin a humble, pray- 

erful, pious life ? Will you vainly ‘Aatter yourfelves that old 
age will be a more convenient time to begin a religious life; 
that it would have fewer trials and difficulties ta encounter 
than youth? If you honeftly fearch after the truth, you plainly 
fee it will not be fo. You fee, that onevery account, youth 
is the beft poflible time to begin a religious life 5 and that the 
longer you negleé& religion, the lefs is the profpect of your 


ever finding a pardoning God. | 
ZEPHO. 











REVIVAL OF RELIGION 


IN LEBANON, SECOND SOCIETY. 


To the Editors of the Conneéicut Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


j HAVE been led to view the nafratives of religious revi- 
vals, with which you have favored the public, in your Ma- 
gazine, as {tanding ; among the fig important things which 
compofe that valuable work. By thefe, Zion has been com- 
forted, 2 and the enen ny confounded. Religion becomes more 
forcibly recommended to the mind frem example, than pre- 
cept. “There i is a certain life in the former, that is not in the 
latter. This no doubt is the reafon why the book of God is 
fo interfperfed with accounts of this nature. In characters, 
we are taught the nature of virtue and vice from exercife and 
action; the mind in this cafe is not perplexed with a chain of 
theoretic reafoning, but ealled to look on faéts. For thefe rea- 
fons, 1 am a-friend to all fuch publications, whether ina great- 
er or lels degree extraordinary. Compared with other ac- 
counts, which you have received, I have little to fay, yet on the 
fore of - rel zn grace, and the almighty power of the divine 
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fpirit, in fabduing 2 the finner,I have pe tofay. [can bear 
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the fame teftimony with thefz that have labered in a larger 
field, that, with the Lord is mercy, and with him is plentcous 
yededption. 

In the year of 1781, it pleafed God to revive his wor <3 a~ 
mong us; a fpecial attention and uncommon ferioufiefs, f em- 
ed to prevail in all parts of the fociety ; and the happy fh Ets 
for many years were fenfibly felr. At that feafon, there were 
upwards of thirty added to the the church. After that, there 
was nothing fpecial took place, except in individu; I cafes, for 
twenty years. During which period, the fpirit of vital rch- 
gion was reduced to a very languid fia: e. This will ever be 
the cafe without frefh aneintings from the {pirit. 

Toward the latter end of March in the year 1801, two or 
three pious people agreed to meet and pray for a rev! sie of 
religion among us. This was foon difcovered, and others 
joined. —The numbers increafed weekly, and in the May and 
June following, our meetings became crowded, and the ipiric 
of God in the conviétion of a numbe fy Was eV! pire Gen ae 
mong us. A public lecture was appointed, in which I was 
favored with the kind affiftance of my brethren in the mini 
try. Our conferences were attended three or four times in 
the week ; but the moft crowded, and that which difcevered 
molt of the power of the + Boi was on Thurfday inthe atter- 
noon. During this period, religion appeared nor to bea fe- 
condary object, but the one thing needful. Sabbaths fectn- 
ed teo far diftant, and the appointed fezfons of conference 
were waited for with anticipated delight. “The work howe- 
ver, was far from being general among the Seid There 
were fome from almoft every part of the focie ty; and fome fa. 
milies fo particularly ee mpuifhed, that & migh t pies noft be 
fa id of them, as of the fav ored othe at which our Lord, when 
in the flefh, fo often sited that they are all friends to Jefus. 


To the ferious, contemplative m ind, there was 2 ft:iking dif 


play of the fuvereign difcriminating grace ot God. VWrinile 
one family was wholly occupied with the concerns of the foul, 

perhaps a few rods at the next door, nothing of! t was to be 
fost) ; they were wholly unmoved, unlefs with af. ‘rit of oppo. 
fition. ‘ The wind bloweth where it lif teth, see thou heare 
eft the found thereof, but cannot tell w bdace it cometh, and 

vaither it goeth: fo iS every one that is bora of the irie 
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God works jike himfelf; whatever courfe he takes in his pre- 
vidence, or wherever he rides in the gofpel chariot, th¢ 
moft vilible effects of foverecigaty mark his way ; confirming 
his own declaration— And ye shall know that I am the 
Lord.” 

it may be noticed, that between thefe revivals, 
rifen a new generation, and among thefe was the principal 
fucectS of the work. Thaofe who had come to years of under- 
deanaing before, and refufed the offers of mercy, were gen- 
ereliy unmoved. And fhould God in fome after period ae 
gain revive his work among us, it may be likely fo with thofe 
that are now left. The ider comes folemnly addrefled to all, 
among whom the foirit of Gad is moving, left pretuming on 
a more convenient feafon, like Felix, they negleét the ac 
cepted iime, and no place in after life be found fox repentance. 


>3 


there has a- 


“* Hohraim 1s joined to idols, let him alone. 

The wogk, In its early face, tock deep hold of profedfors. 
They femed to awake as from fleep, and the profperity of 
ign was ithe objece of their united p: tet Love to one an- 


ober, and zeal fer the caufe animated them, with but a few 


The ftill fmall voice, has characterized the 
of an oppofite 
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Among es new converts, an uncommon degree of caution 


appeared to lead the way to their profefaon. © They f emed 
to come ialiine a — ~ might difhonor that holy rele 
g.cn, which the y had been lcd to view, above every thing elie 

reciou har eh te of admiffions to the communion of 
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it iS exnecte d that there may be till an acd tion e 
5s been viewed by the friends of Zion as atter of 
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nave had oppoftion from the b: gunning ; it has it ah dif - 
rerent fhapes and arifen from dificrent ard unexpected quare 
cers, ‘he refult of which has been, that the line 1s more 
vittbly drawn, and Chrift’s little flock, to the eyeof common 


obfervation, more clearly diftinguthed. 


“There were feveral inftances amo ng the fubjects of t 
work, fomewhat peculiar ; but as I gave already exces 
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my defigned limits, 1 fhall mention but one. This was in 
aman of about middle life with a {mall family. In the view 

f human reafon, he was perhaps as unpromifing a fubject as 
any among us. But, in the early period of the work, his at- 
tention was arrefted—his convictions were deep, and they 
continued long, till his friends began to be anxious what might 
be the event. ‘Thad feveral times, after worfhip, as we tra~ 

velled a {mall diftance the fame way, defignedly fell in his com- 
pany. This I did the Sabbath be fove he met with comfort. 
As feon as we came together, I afked him what were the ex- 
ercifes of his mind? He replied, that every time he came to 
the houfe of God, he came hoping that he fhould return with 
a better heart; but he grew weife and worfe, till he was led 
to imagine there was no mercy for him, It feems, fays he, 
when I have taken one ftep, as if the next would plunge me 
into irretrievable deftruGiion. I was moved at the converfa- 
tion, at the fame time told him I entertained a hope, that his 

prefent diftrefs might be foon removed. He replied with 

adezree of furprif: in his countenance, can you think that 
there is any mercy for fueh a wretca as Tam? I told him, 
was he a ten thoufand times creater wretch than ke was, there 
was mercy enough in the gofpel. On this we parted igh few 
days after, his views and exercifes were wholly diffrent, and 
his joy was as extreme as his forrow, Nor was it tempora- 
ry, as is fometimes the cafe; but his tongue has ever fince 
been looted in praife of chat merciful hand that raifed him from 
the horrible pit; confidering his cafe a remarkable inftance of 
fovereign grace. 

There is nothing that will more readily take hold of the 
chriitian’s feeliqes, ‘than to fee a fellow finner trembling un- 
der the deep couvictions of the law. With regard to the o 
vent, the eas aaa is fo great, and the importance fo vai? 
that the paffi ns of hope ard fear, are wrought up to theh igh- 
eftkey. Ans when the iflue is happy, and the finner hi ODe~ 
fully brought into God’s fpiritual family, there is nothing 
that will excite in the chriftian more unfeigned praife. He 

will be difpofed in this cafe, if ever, to ftrike that high note 
of the Plalmift, and call even upon inanimate nature to join 
the fong,—“ Piaife ye the Lord. Praife ye the Lord from 
the heavens ; praife him in the heights. Praife ye him all his 
anzcls ; praue him all pis hefts. Praife ye him fun and moon; 
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153 Religious Intelligence. Poetry. 
praife him, all ye ftars of light. Praife him, ye heavens of 


heavens, and ye waters that are above the heavens. Letevery 
thing that hath breath praife the Lord.” 
I am, gentlemen, your brother in the commen caufe, 


THOMAS BROCKWAY, 
Lebanon, (Second Society) Fan. 6, 1803. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


HE lateft accounts from Sandufky ftate, that our Indi-~ 
an friend Barnett, fince his return to that place, after 
leaving his fon with us, has more openly and zcaloufly ef- | 
poufed the caule of Chrift. 

That the Little Cornftalk is earneftly engaged in ftriving 
to enter into life, thro’ the Saviour Jefus Chrift ; and is aflo- 
ciated with Barnett in zealous endeavours to perfuade their 
Country-men to turn with them from their evil ways. 

That beth the Sandufky owns attentively liffen to their 
exhortations; and with their Chiefs, encourage and attend 
meetings for Religious Worfhip, on the Sabbath; and are 
forward to receive Mifionaries. And 









ii That they earneftly pray fora Miffionary to be fpeedily 
4 fent to them to inftrudét them in the way to eternal life. 

.y. We arc happy to learn, that the Rev. George Scott fet out 
ft ona Miffion to Sandufky a few days fince. His journal 
i which may be i ang immediately a after his return will fur- 





nifh more particular information of the religious ftate of thefe 
Indians. 


Wafhington, Auguft 7, 1804. 














POETR Y. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


J. Lord thou haft conquer’d my heart ; 
To thee I furrender the whole. 
May I never keep back any part, 


May Jefus be king in my foul. 





























Poetry. 


8. Didit thou watch o’er the path I was in, 
' And give me a place in thy houfe? 
Though black and deformed by fin, 
Doft thou call me thy fifter nid fpoufe ? 


. Doft thou caft my pollutions away, 
And clothe me in raiment divine? 
Then, Lord, never leave me te ftray 5 
But make me eternally thine. 


. O may ev’ry pow’r of my foul, 

And bent of my heart be to thee : 
When ftorms and diftrefles arife, 
May I know where for fafety to flee. 


. Though blaeknefs and darknefs o’erfpread, 
I’ll truft in the name ef the Lord; 

His pow’r can raife from the dead, 

And fcatter my fears by a word. 


. Or haft thou difcover’d thyfeif 
A fuitable portion to me, 

‘To make me more perfeétly feel 
My mifery, banifh’d from thee? 


. No, Lord, thou haft never beftow’d 
A glimpfe of thy glorious face, 

To make an unparallel’d hell, 
Denying that creature thy grace. 


. Thofe pantings and longings of foul 
For nearnefs and likenefs to thee, 
Doth manifeft grace in the fou!— 

And with thee thy people fhall be. 


9. Then Lord do thou daily increafe, 
If a fpark is begun in my foul ; 
And lead to the fountain above, 
Woere pleafures eternally roll. 


ro. But if yet I’m deluded and blind, 
And never have tafted thy = 
Then help me this day to begin 
And feek for a fight of thy face 


tr. Thy pow’r is fufigient to neal 
Though defp’rate my cafe may be found: 
Then let the phyfician appear, 

And heal me of every wound, 
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Poetry. | 
[From the Conneticut Evangelical Magazine} 
THY SPIRIT OF PRAYER, AND ACCEPTANCE WITH GOD DESIRE® 

i. GOD fupreme, whofe piercing fight, 

Darts ada ugh the darkeft fhades of night, 
L ..« down, with a propitious eye, 
While proftrate, at thy feet I lie. 

2. Th’ appointed hour of prayer is come, 
But ftill my wand’ring thoughts wouid roam 5 
Sin has eftrang’d my heart from thee, 

fa And guilt would from thy prefence flee. 

3. O’erwhelm’d, my bofom fwells with grief 5 
My native ile nefs | unbelief ! 

If only mov’d with flavifh fear; 
Will God vouchfafe a gracious ear ? 
. What flatt’ries vain have I believ’d ! 
“Oh, how thy Holy Spirit griev’d! 
In this my eieniied, helplefs ftate, 
Is he quite gone? Is all too late? 
. lama finner, poor and blind: 
Tis not in earth to eafe my mind; 
I walk in darkfopae fhades of night, 
Nor can creatitin cheer my fight. 

6. Father, I would not yet defpair, 
But {till prefume a2 humble prayer 
“Gracieus and Merciful” thy name; 
And thou unchangea'ly the fame. 
» Oh, draw me to thy gracious throne, 
Through th’ atonement of thy Son. 
Lord, every grace is thine to give, 
Look down and let the rebel live. 

8. Dear Saviour, pity from above ; 
Oh, let me freely fhare thy love ; 
Be thou my advocate; to thee, 
To thee, alone, for help I flee. 
. O may the Spirit deign to fhine, 
Through this benighted fou! of mine: 
With light, and ali thy quick’ ning raySy 
Infpire my heart to pray’r and praife. 

ro. T rembling, before the awful throne 
Of fov’reiga grace, Pil caft me down ; 
Here, all my hope, and all my fear ; 


And if I perifh, perifh here. LURANDA 
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